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SECTION 1
PV
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PHOTOVOLTAICS – SITUATION IN THE UK 

Cumulative MCS registered PV installations vs 
number of UK fires attributed to PV (England)
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Annual risk of appliance fires including PV

Source: Compiled data: Domestic fire appliance data set & Home office statistics for PV attributed fires
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Consequences and severity
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Consequences and severity
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Electrical anomalies: 
Uni-directional protective devices 
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Electrical anomalies: 
Uni-directional protective devices 
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Electrical anomalies: 
Bi-directional protective devices 
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Uni/bidirectional protective devices 
Industry Guidance
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Uni/bidirectional protective devices 
Industry Guidance
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Skills and qualifications

The Electrician Plus (or Electrician +) model in the UK is an initiative by The Electrotechnical Skills Partnership (TESP).

It emphasizes the importance of qualified electricians in the installation of low carbon and renewable technologies, 
such as solar photovoltaic (PV) panels, battery storage systems, and electric vehicle charging points (EVCP)
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https://www.the-esp.org.uk/electrician-plus/
https://www.the-esp.org.uk/electrician-plus/
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Skills and qualifications

Overview of the Electrician Plus model:

1. Core Competence: It builds on the foundational skills of a qualified electrician. Once someone reaches 

this status, they can upskill through Continuous Professional Development (CPD) and additional 

qualifications in specific new technologies.

2. Qualifications: The model includes various industry-approved qualifications, such as those from City & 

Guilds and EAL, which are designed to ensure safe and competent installations.

3. Industry Recognition: The Electrician Plus logo is used to endorse relevant qualifications, indicating 

they are industry-approved in terms of content and assessment.

This model helps electricians stay current with evolving technologies and ensures high standards in 

the installation of renewable energy systems.
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Electrical Safety First is the UK charity dedicated to reducing fires, 

deaths, and injuries caused by electricity. Recognised as the leading 

technical authority on home electrical safety, we campaign on behalf 

of consumers and work with policy makers and stakeholders to 

improve electrical safety regulation and reduce electrical risk.
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Electrical Safety First

45 Great Guildford Street

London

SE1 0ES

Email: enquiries@electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk

Thank you
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